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Superway futurizes transportation
By Winona Rajamohan
STAFF WRITER

Traffic congestion in
California has been risen
beyond the state’s road
capacity, but students from
San Jose State University
have been working on
an urban transportation project that aims
to change the future of
sustainable traveling.
The interdisciplinary
project, Spartan Superway,
has been in place at SJSU
since 2012 and involved
students from civil and
mechanical engineering,
computer science, industrial
design and business.
Led by engineering professor Burford Furman,
Spartan Superway is a
solar-powered transit system aiming to reduce the
volume of cars on roads and
greenhouse gas emissions
from vehicles.
The rail system is an
automated transit network,
a system used to alleviate
traffic in cities where conventional rail meets more
difficult implementation,
and it distinguishes itself by
being the first automated
transit network to be completely solar powered.
“Our system is totally
solar powered, so there’s
really nothing else out
there that we know about
which is really a sustainable
transportation solution,”
Furman said.
The network of rails
is elevated to cater to the
movement of suspended
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Senior mechanical engineering major Evelia Layva is a part of the team of students who design track systems for the Spartan Superway rail
project.

“¡Gaytino!”
trailblazer
previews
production
By Hugo Vera
STAFF WRITER
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economy was cited by the city
as a key reason for continuing
to pursue strategies to
encourage integration.
“Our immigrant neighbors
not only make enormous
economic
contributions
to our community, they
enrich our culture, spur our
innovation and reinvigorate
our collective passion for
freedom,”
Mayor
Sam
Liccardo stated.
Liccardo’s remarks were
echoed by the participants of
the press conference.
San Jose council member

Lifelong actor, writer, and civil rights
activist, Dan Guerrero was the sole speaker and subject of an “Arts and Activism”
workshop at the MOSAIC Cross Cultural
Center in the Student Union.
Guerrero previewed his one-man show
titled “¡Gaytino!” and presented his autobiography in words and pictures.
Guerrero recounted his childhood in
Tucson, Arizona. He described the origin
of his creative career, which stemmed from
fundamental differences he overcame
with his father who was
a lifelong friend and ally
of Cesar Chavez.
Snippets of Guerrero’s
slideshow
followed
his coming out as a
gay Latino in New
GUERRERO
York City at the peak
of the gay liberation
movement in the 1970s.
On Broadway and with an independent theater career that spans over five
decades, Guerrero has written, produced, and starred in a plethora of plays
and musicals addressing a wide range
of social issues.
“For me [creating “¡Gaytino!”] was
about giving a voice to countless young
men and women and preserving their
stories,” Guerrero said.
Guerrero was an influential mentor
and collaborator to many Latino “A-List”
actors including Salma Hayek from
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The City of San Jose’s Oﬃce of Immigrant Aﬀairs Director Zulma Maciel (center) tells
council members and attendees immigrants are critical to Silicon Valley’s economic
success at San Jose City Hall on Wednesday.

Allegations reveal
nominee unfit for
Supreme Court
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Immigrants boost
San Jose economy
By Vicente Vera
STAFF WRITER

Sports

Simoneau leads
Spartans
on and off the field
Page 6

The City of San Jose
held a press conference at
City Hall on Wednesday to
address the New American
Economy’s overwhelmingly
positive assessment of the
city’s integration policies and
socioeconomic outcome.
The
New
American
Economy is a coalition
of
business
leaders
and
politicians
who
seek
to
influence
immigration reform.
San Jose was ranked
seventh
in
economic

proficiency among the 100
largest cities in the country.
The city was specifically
praised for its inclusivity, one
of the categories that earned
them a perfect score from the
organization.
According
to
New
American Economy, more
than 729,403 immigrant
entrepreneurs lived in the
San Jose metro area in 2014.
Immigrants also paid $11.4
billion in taxes for the city
that same year.
The
special
interest
organization’s data regarding
immigrant
participation
in the San Jose metro area
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vehicles, making use of vertical space that is rarely utilized by transportation systems that often compete for
space on the ground.
“We move the machinery
up and away from people
so that we can free areas
up for more livable spaces,”
Furman said.
The suspended vehicles
move along a guideway of
“offline stations” that do not
require the transit system to
stop at every station on the
main line, allowing the project to potentially cut travel
time for passengers.
“It’s going to be great for
students, especially since it’ll
be downtown,” mechanical
engineering senior Evelia
Layva said. “If you’re already
running 15 minutes late for
class, this would be a much
faster way to get there without having to find parking.”
The elevated system
also plays well into transit-oriented development,
turning urban spaces into
locations within a walking distance from public
transportation systems.
In California’s rising
housing crisis, developers
look to place densified housing areas such as multi-story
apartments near transit stations, according to Furman.
“We can put these stations
in the middle of high-den-

We can put these
stations in the
middle of highdensity locations
. . . so you can just
get out of your
front door and get
in the station.
Burford Furman
Spartan Superway adviser

sity locations or even in
buildings, so you can just get
out of your front door and
get in the station,” Furman
said. “You can’t do that with
cars by building a whole
parking structure.”
According to the Spartan
Superway advisor, the
project currently has 33
mechanical engineering
seniors designing various
aspects of the transit system,
bringing the six-year effort
ever closer toward implementation on a full-scale
test track situation.
The Spartan Superway
Design Center, located
downtown, is a space where
students work on models
of various sizes to demonstrate working concepts
of the project.
According to a report
released by CSU, the
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At the Spartan Superway Design Center downtown, students work on design and technical aspects of the
project by creating models to demonstrate working concepts.

9,000-square-foot design
center is the space where
the only solar-powered
system of its kind is being
worked on.
“I get to see students who
come in knowing nothing about this, and they’re
becoming very excited and
very creative with their ideas
and engineers,” Furman said.
“They get to solve some very
challenging problems.”

Students are placed in
teams that handle different
aspects of the project – with
each team specializing in
hands – on efforts such as
solar power design, railway
design, fail-safe mechanisms, and user experience.
“The project gives me a
lot of expertise on how to
approach a project because
starting out with a lot of
unknowns, it can be very
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Latino, and Latinx activist and thespian Dan Guerrero highlights his oral biography
¡Gaytino! at the MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center on Wednesday.
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“Frida”, Jimmy Smits from
“Sons of Anarchy,” and singer Linda Ronstadt.
Guerrero was also a
mentor-figure to actress,
Sarah Jessica Parker. In
addition to theatrical work,
Guerrero has spent his entire
adult life advocating for
marginalized Latinos.
He has marched alongside United Farm Workers
leaders, Cesar Chavez and
Dolores Huerta.
Other close associates
of Guerrero include SJSUalumus playwright, Luis
Valdez and filmmaker,
John Valadez. Valdez wrote
the renowned Broadway
Chicano musical “Zoot
Suit” in 1979. Valadez
wrote and directed the documentary “The Head of
Joaquin Murrieta” and hosted a viewing of the film at
San Jose State University
in 2015.

A central concept of the
oral autobiography was
Guerrero’s use of the term
“Gaytino,” which he jokingly
claims to have copyrighted.
“For me, I was never just a
gay man. The Spanish word
for “gay” is “gay,” unless you
want to get offensive about
it,” Guerrero joked.
Guerrero talked about
struggles for equal rights and
better civil liberties being
intertwined for people of
color, the LGBT community, and those who belong to
both groups.
“There’s so much duality
when it comes to representation that not many people
are aware of,” business senior
Fawaz Harara said.
“You can be black, you
can be white and you can be
Palestinian all at the same
time and it makes no difference. The struggle for
equality is all the same,”
Harara added.
Guerrero
concluded
his biopic presentation
with a presentation of his
most recent commitments.

In addition to serving as a
UC Regents honorary lecturer, Guerrero has served
on the board for the nonprofit,
Neighborhood
Music School.
The Neighborhood Music
School has provided acting and theater lessons for
low-income children across
the United States for over
104 years.
All of the proceeds
generated from performances of “¡Gaytino!”
have gone towards funding the Neighborhood
Music School.
“In the end, I want to
young Latinx activists to raise
their voices, to get on the
right track and use their platform to make sure all people
get the rights they deserve,”
Guerrero concluded.
Guerrero will be performing “¡Gaytino!” today at
5 p.m. in the Student Union
Theater. The performance
is free.
Follow Hugo on Twitter
@Hugo_VII

Sergio
Jimenez
of
District 2 stressed the
importance of immigrant
participation
in
our economy.
“It’s important to
embrace
immigrants
in our community and
express to them that
we are all rich because
of
their
presence,”
Jimenez said.
Council
member
Johnny
Khamis
of
District 10 immigrated
to the United States from
Lebanon when he was
eight years old. He is also
an alumnus of San Jose
State University.
“When I came here,
my family embraced
the
privileges
and
responsibilities of being
a citizen of this great
country,” Khamis said. “I
was able to have access
to higher education
in [San Jose].”
Khamis is now the CEO
of his own business, Western
Benefit Solutions Inc.

Contact us at
spartandaily@gmail.com.

“My story is an example
of an immigrant living
the American dream,”
Khamis said.
The key speaker at
the conference was the
Director of the Office of
Immigrant Affairs Zulma
Maciel. She said that
immigrants are critical to
Silicon Valley’s economic
success and that the
city’s immigration policy
contributed to the city
ranking so highly.
“This
[assessment]
reflects our commitment
to ensuring that all San
Jose residence, regardless
if
their
language,
their background and
their nation of origin
are able to succeed,”
Maciel said.
The
Office
of
Immigrant Affairs was
established by the city
in 2015 for the purpose
of creating a more
informed, engaged and
welcoming experience
for
immigrants,
the director said.
As the head of the
office, Maciel works to
improve the integration
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daunting,” said mechanical
engineering senior Jordan
Schoutz, who leads the
solar mounting team. “It’s
definitely helped me with
leadership, even though
I’ve done lots of projects
before,” she added.
The CSU reported that
the Spartan Superway
team’s designs have already
grabbed the attention of
industry leaders worldwide.
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Furman is joined by
co-director and former
engineering professor Ron
Swenson in reaching out
to businesses for help in
technology development
that is needed to advance
the working stages of
the project.
Follow Winona on Twitter
@winonaarjmh

of
immigrants
into
the community and
local economy.
She also has legal
service providers who
aid
undocumented
residents in renewing
and applying for Deferred
Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA).
“Our legal services have
DACA workshops for
undocumented students
to see if they are eligible
to become documented
and get their paperwork
in order to do that,”
Maciel said.
One of the services
that the office partners
with, Services, Immigrant
Rights and Education
Network (SIREN), has
attorneys available to
walk students through the
application process.
Maciel hopes that the
increased integration of
immigrants in San Jose’s
economy can foster it
into becoming the most
successful multicultural
city in the world.
Follow Vicente on Twitter
@VicenteSJSU
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Film depicts life of teenage drug lord
By Hugo Vera
STAFF WRITER

“White Boy Rick” is a conventional biopic that uses
dark humor and gritty drama
to tell the life story of teenage-cocaine-kingpin Richard
Wershe, Jr., known on the
streets of 1980s Detroit as
“White Boy Rick.”
Richie Merritt made his
acting debut as the initially
naive and socially awkward
Wershe. Director Yann Demange does a superb job of
portraying Wershe as both a
victim and perpetrator.
Wershe is expertly juxtapositioned by veteran actor
Matthew
McConaughey’s
portrayal of his father,
Richard Wershe, Sr.
McConaughey channels
the same gritty, antihero
vibe he’s essentially perfected in films such as “Dallas Buyers Club” and “The
Lincoln Lawyer.”
Wershe Sr. is an eerily relatable character, minus the felonies. He’s a struggling single
father who resorted to arms
dealing as a means of supporting his two children and
aging parents.
As the city struggles with
poverty and gang violence
during the height of the Reagan-era war on drugs, the
younger Wershe begins to deviate from his father in the fashion of the ancient Greek fable
“Daedalus and Icarus.”
Wershe begins to see
his father as somewhat of
a failure and coward as he
limits his illegal enterprises to solely dealing arms,
usually to white customers.

movie
review
“White Boy Rick”
Rating:


Directed by:
Yann Demange
Starring:
Richie Merritt,
Matthew McConaughey
Genre:
Crime drama

Motivated by an adolescent lust for power and fame,
Wershe Jr. does the unthinkable and networks with Detroit’s historically black street
gangs and drug peddlers.
He forms alliances and later friendships with Detroit
crime legends such as Leo
“Big Man” Curry (played by
rapper Keenon “YG” Jackson)
and his brother Rudell “Boo”
Curry (played by R.J. Cyler).
Both YG and Cyler prove
they each have impressive
acting range as ‘White
Boy Rick” marks YG’s acting debut and is the first
crime-centered
drama
for “Power Rangers” star
R.J. Cyler.
As Wershe Jr. grows accustomed to his rapidly expanding network of cocaine
dealers, sexual partners and
gang members turned mercenaries, his father discovers the teen’s actions which
immediately causes a rift
within the Wershe family.
Though lacking in screen

PHOTO CREDIT: SCOTT GARFIELD | SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT

(Left to right) “Boo” (RJ Cyler), “White Boy Rick” (Richie Merritt), “Big Man” (YG), and “Lil Man” (Jonathan
Majors) negotiate for guns in Columbia Pictures’ and Studio 8’s “White Boy Rick.”

time, legendary actor
Bruce Dern does a terrific
job of portraying Wershe
Jr.’s senile grandfather, Ray
“Roman” Wershe, father of
Rick Wershe, Sr.
One of the best aspects of the film is that
audiences witness three
generations of Wershe men
who all wanted their children
to live better, non-criminal
lives but ultimately raised
criminals themselves.
Much like Ray Liotta’s
character, Henry Hill in the
beloved crime classic “Goodfellas,” Wershe Jr. grows to realize the cocaine-kingpin-life
comes with too many risks

that threaten his loved ones.
Wershe Jr. becomes the
youngest FBI informant in
history and begins undermining the very same crime
networks he installed with the
aid of undercover agent, Alex
Snyder, flawlessly portrayed
by Jennifer Jason Leigh.
It’s films like these –
illustrated through amazing character development – that affirm man’s
most primal infatuations
with power and wealth result in their demise time
and time again.
PHOTO CREDIT: SCOTT GARFIELD | SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT

Follow Hugo on Twitter
@HugoV_II

Richie Merritt, left, and Matthew McConaughey, right,
star in “White Boy Rick.”

This movie totally
loses the auidence
By Myla La Bine
STAFF WRITER

“Set It Up,” “The Kissing Booth” and “To All the
Boys I’ve Loved Before,”
Netflix is on a roll with its
romantic/teen comedies.
Its most recent release
“Sierra Burgess is a Loser” was made available
on the streaming site
Sept. 7. The film stars
“Stranger Things” actress
Shannon Purser and newly-crowned teen heartthrob
Noah Centineo.
The film follows Burgess,
the titular character, an
overachieving high school
student, who becomes
entangled in a catfishing situation. Sierra’s cell
phone number is given to
Centineo’s character Jamey,
as a prank, by popular
mean girl Veronica.
Sierra is unaware of
who Jamey thinks she
is at first but decides to
pretend to be whoever he
thinks he’s texting.
She eventually finds
out Jamey believes he’s
texting Veronica, but Sierra decides to let the
scheme continue with
Veronica’s help.
Veronica
reluctantly
agrees, only because Sierra promises to tutor her
so she can impress her
college boyfriend Spence.
The film picks up quickly once the two girls start
working together and several problems arise, including when Jamey asks “Veronica” out on a date.
The film, though it has

movie
review
“Sierra Burgess Is
a Loser”
Rating:


Directed by:
Ian Samuels
Starring:
Shannon Purser
Genre:
Teen comedy
Distributed by:
Netflix

good intentions, isn’t anything to write home about.
I found it to be one of
the weakest films Netflix
has ever released.
There is absolutely no
substance in the storyline
whatsoever. It has the tired
trope of an “ugly” girl falling in love with a “hot” guy.
I expected this because
I had seen the trailer, but
I was hoping it would at
least be original.
The only unique part of
the film is that it contained
a scene I found so inappropriate and uncomfortable
that I had to look away
from my TV screen.
I cringed as I watched
Sierra meet Jamey in person for the first time, not
because I was worried
that he would find out
her true identity, but because she decides to pretend to be deaf so he won’t
recognize her voice.

I watched the scene in
disbelief, as I struggled
to find it humorous. It
was made worse by the
fact that Jamey’s younger
brother is deaf in the film.
As the film went on, I
did not sympathize with
Sierra because of her selfish actions toward Jamey
and Veronica.
Jamey is portrayed as
kind and sweet, and it’s
clear that he truly cares
about “Veronica.” The
real Veronica isn’t interested in him but acts as
if she is because of her
deal with Sierra.
I thought the film’s
strongest element was its
soundtrack, which worked
and served the story well. It
was the only aspect of the
film that stood out to me.
Though I am not a
fan, the film’s target audience will most likely enjoy it because of
Centineo’s charming performance. He was the only
character I liked and was
intrigued by in the film.
Centineo does the best
with what he’s given, dialogue-wise, and nails being
irresistibly lovable. I’ll have
to admit my heart melted when I saw him give
Sierra a sunflower.
Nevertheless,
Centineo’s performance is ultimately not enough to
save “Sierra Burgess is a
Loser” from being a completely forgettable and
bothersome 105 minutes.
Follow Myla on Twitter
@mylalabine25

Study Abroad Fair
Thursday, September 27

Student Union, Ballroom B
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Hungry for Adventure?
SPICE UP YOUR STUDIES
ON A STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM!
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Movie-hoppers are stealing films
How often do people go to the movies every year?
Myla La Bine
STAFF WRITER

30

29%
27%

25
With the popularity of
streaming sites and access
to digital downloads of
films, it is no surprise
many people do not go to
the movies anymore.
According to a survey
done by Statista in
February, only 13 percent
of people reported going
once a month to the
movies and 29 percent
reported going a few
times a year.
I enjoy going to the
movies a great deal.
I try to go as often as
possible because there
is truly nothing like the
experience of sitting
down in a theater and
watching a story unfold
on a large screen.
This
experience,
however,
is
taken
advantage
of
by
certain
individuals
who movie-hop.
People who moviehop purchase one movie
ticket, but watch multiple
movies on the same day
without paying.
I believe this is
unethical because moviehopping is essentially
stealing
from
film
studios. Films in general,
cost millions of dollars
to produce and a lot of
hard work is put into

completing them.
When people moviehop, they are basically
showing that the valuable
time spent by cast and
crew working on the
film isn’t worth the price
of admission.
Despite what many
people may believe, there
is a significant contrast
between what actors and
crew members on film
sets are paid.
According to The
Hollywood
Reporter,
A-list
stars
make
about $20 million a
picture while boom
operators on big-budget
films can earn about
$120,000 a year.
While some may say
blockbusters such as
“Deadpool 2” are not
hurt by movie-hopping,
I think box office
success is irrelevant in
terms of determining
whether this is right
or wrong.
However,
moviehopping does impact
independent
films
more
severely
than
most mainstream films.
Independent
films
have low budgets and
usually don’t generate
much revenue.
This past summer, I

According to a February 2018 survey reported
on Statista, 22 percent of 1,495 respondents
said they never go to the movies.

22%

20
15

13%

10
5%

5
0

3%

A Few
Times

Almost
Never

Never

Once a 2-3 Times 1+ times
month per month per week
SOURCE: STATISTA, INFOGRAPHIC BY MYLA LA BINE | SPARTAN DAILY

If you are going to see a movie,
you need to pay for a ticket.
It’s that simple.

saw the independent
film “Eighth Grade”
and I was the only one
in the theater. I’d never
had an entire theater
to myself, which was
awfully strange.
I expected another
person to show up, but no
one ever did.
From that event, I

realized how crucial it
is for small-budget films
to be seen in theaters.
Especially since their
chance at achieving
box office milestones
are diminished these
days because box office
revenue is lower.
In 2017, the yearly
box office gross was

down nearly 3 percent
compared to the previous
year, according to Box
Office Mojo.
This decreased number
could be attributed
to various things, like
streaming services, but
it’s interesting to note
that the cost of movie
tickets have continued to
climb over the years.
The national average
price of a movie ticket is
$9.27, whereas last year it
was $8.97, according to
Box Office Mojo.
It is understandable
that some people may not
be able to afford this, but
it is not be a valid reason

for movie-hopping.
For instance, you
cannot walk into a store,
buy one item and take
two. If you do that, it’s
considered theft.
The same idea should
be applied when going to
the movies. Just because
you aren’t getting caught
sneaking into another
theater does not make
this action OK.
If you are going to
see a movie, you need
to pay for a ticket. It’s
that simple.
Follow Myla on Twitter
@mylalabine25

Another award show
lacks diversity
Claire Hultin
STAFF WRITER

The
70th
annual
Primetime
Emmy
Awards aired on Monday
in Los Angeles. The
cast promised that it
would be more diverse
than ever during the
opening number.
With hosts Colin Jost,
a white comedian on
“Saturday Night Live”
and Michael Che, a black
comedian on “Saturday
Night Live,” the show
seemed to be living up to
its promise.
Early into the award
show, the audience
was able to see the
lack of truth from that
opening number.
The show’s lack of
diversity created huge
controversy for the
Emmys.
However,
this is not a new issue
to Hollywood.
In
2015,
the
#OscarsSoWhite
movement and hashtag
was created and brought
the controversy to the
attention of everyone
in Hollywood.
The opening number
of the Emmys this year
was titled “We Solved
It,” trying to make light
of the fact that there was
more diversity this year.
That statement was
incorrect, as there were
no black women in the
opening number.
According to Teen

Vogue, there was a
record
number
of
39 actors of color
nominated, however, the
nominations were still
primarily white.
The disparity was
clearly noticeable and
it took an hour and 15
minutes into the show
for a person of color to
win an award.
The
11th
Emmy
award was handed
out to Regina King,
who won Outstanding
Actress in a Limited
Series for her role on
“Seven Seconds.”
While a few other
actors of color won,
the majority of the
diverse actors onstage
were either presenting
awards
or
were
merely nominated but
did not win.
Sandra Oh made
history at the award
show for being the
first Asian woman to
receive a Lead Drama
Actress Nomination.
I believe the fact that it
took so long for a woman
of Asian descent to
receive a nomination in
this category is absurd.
It is a prime example
of how far we still have
to go with diversity –
not just in the film and
television industry – but
in the world.
An
anonymous

Twitter user summed
it up well when he or
she said, “Nominating
a diverse group of
people is great, but
isn’t enough. You know
what REALLY counts?
WHEN THEY WIN.
You can nominate all
the minorities you
want, but if you keep
rewarding the same
white men & women
– What is the point?
And that goes for
ALL industries.”
According to the
Atlantic, of the 26
Emmys presented at the
awards show, only three
of the awards went to
people of color.
The article stated,
“Award ceremonies that
pay lip service to actors of
color, without rewarding
their deserving work,
don’t just fail those
creators,
they
fail
audiences too. In joking
and pontificating about
an absent diversity, the
2018 Emmys missed yet
another opportunity to
begin reflecting.”
I completely agree.
For an award show
with a lot of viewers
every year and a focus on
how far Hollywood has
come in terms of racial
diversity, the race of
the actors and actresses
that won awards spoke
volumes not only to
Hollywood, but also to
the world.
It is clear that award
shows still have a long
way to go.
Follow Claire on Twitter
@ ClaireHult

Songs that get you in your feels
FORTUNATE
Maxwell
selected by
Jasmine Strachan

O
Coldplay
selected by
Jackie Contreras

THINK ABOUT ME
Dvsn
selected by
Gabriel Mungaray

CATS IN THE CRADLE
Harry Chapin
selected by
Ben Stein
MY ONE AND ONLY LOVE
Johnny Hartman and
John Coltrane
selected by
Marci Suela
BIGGEST PART OF ME
Ambrosia
selected by
Elise Nicolas
ANYONE WHO KNOWS WHAT
LOVE IS
(WILL UNDERSTAND)
Irma Thomas
selected by
Melisa Yuriar
I FALL IN LOVE TOO EASILY
Chet Baker
selected by
William dela Cruz

UNWIND
Healy
selected by
Nicholas Zamora
I CAN’T MAKE YOU LOVE ME
Bon Iver
selected by
Dominoe Ibarra
DANCE WITH MY FATHER
Luther Vandross
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We must learn from Anita Hill’s testimony
Vicente Vera
STAFF WRITER

A Supreme Court
nominee
is
being
accused
of
sexual
misconduct
right
before his confirmation
vote, again.
Decades before becoming
Vice
President of the United
States,
then-Senator
Joe Biden D-D.E. was
the Chair of the Senate
Judiciary Committee.
He presided during
President
George
H.W.
Bush’s
1991
nomination of Judge
Clarence Thomas to the
Supreme Court.
When Anita Hill,
a law professor at the
University of Oklahoma,
went to the committee
to confide that Thomas
had subjected her to
sexual harassment in
the workplace, Biden
had little time to plan
his response as chair of
the committee.
He decided to call both
Hill and Thomas back
in front of the Senate
Judiciary Committee to
explain their own sides
of the story.
Hill said Thomas
would
constantly
talk to her about
pornography and other
sexual matters.
Thomas vehemently

denied the accusations,
calling them a “hightech
lynching
for
uppity blacks who in
any way deign to think
for themselves.”
He was eventually
confirmed
to
the
Supreme
Court
by
the U.S. Senate in a
52-48 margin, and is
still currently on the
bench. Biden has since
received
criticism
for his handling of
the hearing.
Eventually
Biden
apologized to Hill when
he
was
questioned
on the matter at
an event hosted by
Glamour Magazine on
Nov. 13, 2017.
“I believed Anita
Hill,” he said. “I am so
sorry that she had to go
through what she went
through. Think of the
courage that it took for
her to come forward.”
The apology was not
good enough for Hill.
“Some part of Biden’s
remarks [were] a real
apology but I still don’t
think it takes ownership
of his role in what
happened,” Hill said in
a discussion with The
Washington Post on
Nov. 16, 2017.
I believe Biden was in

PHOTO COURTESY OF GAGE SKIDMORE (WIKIMEDIA COMMONS)

Anita Hill speaks to attendees at the John P. Frank Memorial Lecture at the Student Pavilion at Arizona State
University in Tempe, Arizona in February.

No woman should be subjected
to recall upon such specific
sexual details in a public setting,
especially in front of a panel
entirely made up of old men.
a tough spot in deciding
how
to
proceed
through unprecedented
territory
in
those
nomination hearings.
Nevertheless, there
are so many lessons we
could learn from the
1991 testimonies I hope
to see applied in the
upcoming
testimony
from Supreme Court
nominee
Brett

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Kavanaugh’s
accuser,
Christine Blasey Ford.
Senate hearings on
matters such as sexual
harassment can be quite
unsatisfying in terms of
justice being delivered.
Given that it is not a
court of law and it’s one
person’s word against
another, it is solely up
to the senators on the
Judiciary
Committee

to decide whether the
allegations have merit.
In an era before the
#MeToo
movement,
Thomas was given the
benefit of the doubt, as
evidenced by his 1991
testimony being heard
before Hill’s.
I would like to see
Ford testify first – if
she agrees to go before
the Senate. I also
hope senators will be
sensitive in their line
of questioning.
During the Thomas/
Hill testimony, Biden
asked Hill, “Can you tell
the committee what the
most embarrassing of
all the incidences that
you have alleged?” He
followed it with, “In his
words, can you tell us
what, on that occasion,

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row,
column and 3x3 box contains every digit
from 1 to 9 inclusively.

he said to you?”
Biden forced Hill
to repeat the explicit
things she claimed
her former colleague,
Thomas told her.
No woman should be
subjected to recall upon
such specific sexual
details in a public
setting, especially in
front of a panel entirely
made up of old men.
Though I’m all in
favor of Ford testifying
in public, questions
like Biden’s should be
answered in a closeddoor session, as to avoid
further thrusting the
alleged victim into the
spotlight she sought to
avoid in the first place.
Follow Vicente on Twitter
@ VicenteSJSU

JOKIN’
AROUND
What did the
buffalo say
to his son
when he left
for college?
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Calculus, History,
SAT, ACT Tutor
For high school students
Submit: www.jobfortutor.com

ACROSS
1. Generous slice of the pie
5. Flooded
10. WW1 plane
14. Large luxurious car
15. Juliet’s love
16. An indefinite period
17. Ignorant
19. 500 sheets
20. Regulation (abbrev.)
21. Gossip
22. Markedly masculine
23. A superior skill
25. High society
27. East southeast
28. Earthquake waves
31. A woody place
34. Alley
35. French for “Water”
36. Focusing glass
37. Angler’s basket
38. Pack down
39. Commercials
40. Happy cat sounds
41. Light or tulip ones
42. A baroque musical composition
44. Point

Email: santaclaraca@
collegenannies.com
45. Large black bird
46. In a concise manner
50. Malice
52. Cunning
54. Loving murmur
55. Square block
56. A society of women
58. So be it
59. Genuflected
60. If not
61. Zero
62. Assent
63. Rind

DOWN
1. Impolite dinner sound
2. A protective covering
3. Spanish for “Friend”
4. French for “Good”
5. Stir
6. Nematodes
7. Ammunition
8. Prophetesses
9. A box for bricks or mortar
10. Layers
11. Little by little
12. Nanny
13. Audition tape

18. Not stale
22. Not yours
24. Dampens
26. Quiet time
28. Layers
29. Poetic foot
30. Dines
31. Level
32. Start over
33. Engraved
34. Putting into proper order
37. Adorable
38. Sounds of reproof
40. Cover with asphalt
41. Driller
43. Series of connected ideas
44. Erase
46. Name of a book
47. French school
48. Not tight
49. Alpine call
50. Glance over
51. Mountain lion
53. End ___
56. Calypso offshoot
57. Cool, once

Sitter, Nanny,
Child care
On-Call and / or
part time
Submit application:
www.jobforsitter.com
Email: santaclaraca@
collegenannies.com

Place your
Classified
Ads Online at
Spartandaily.
CampusAve.com

6

sjsunews.com/spartan_daily

SPORTS

THURSDAY, SEPT. 20, 2018

Senior goalkeeper exudes leadership
Simoneau earns third
career Mountain West
Conference recognition
By Winona Rajamohan
STAFF WRITER

It all began with wanting to join her older brother’s soccer practices so
that she could kick the
soccer ball around with
his team.
“I was around 7 or 8 years
old,” senior women’s soccer
goalkeeper, Paige Simoneau
said. “I’m one of those few
that have only played soccer
their whole life.”
On Sept. 3, Simoneau was
recognized as the Mountain
West Conference Defensive
Player of the Week after
making six saves in a scoreless draw against Kansas
State the prior night.
One of those saves included a penalty kick by the
Wildcats in the first half of
the game, that brought her
total tally for the season to
16 saves.
“It still felt like any other
day to me, saving the ball
and limiting shots on goals,”
Simoneau said.
This is the third time
Simoneau has received this
recognition in her San Jose
State University career after
being named Defensive
Player of the Week
twice last year.
She recalls being completely surprised the first
time ever getting the title.
“I didn’t know how to
react,” Simoneau said. “I
thought that someone else

It’s great to have a senior leader and
captain back between the sticks.
[Simoneau] has done a terrific job
leading her team vocally and through
play too so, she deserved that award.
Lauren Hanson
head coach

would get it because they
played more and made a bigger impact than me.”
However, she did believe
that she was going to be a
good fit for the Spartan team
– not just as a soccer player –
but as a shoulder to lean on
outside the field.
“She keeps our composure,” junior forward
Jamilecxth Becerra said.
“Her composure keeps
us composed.”
Simoneau’s journey as a
Spartan began by surprise
when she was scouted by
current head coach, Lauren
Hanson, at a tournament in
Las Vegas.
She was not committed to
any college at the time, but
a friend’s high school coach
who knew Hanson called
the Spartan coach to observe
how she played at the game.
“Lauren was looking for
a goalkeeper at the time
for the team,” Simoneau
said. “At that game, I
was offered.”
Since then, Simoneau
has been a part of the tightknit team that led her to be
named the Mountain West
Championship Tournament

MVP in 2015 up to this day.
“It’s great to have a senior
leader and captain back
between the sticks,” Hanson
said. “[Simoneau] has done
a terrific job leading her
team vocally and through
play too so she deserved
that award.”
The Spartans starting
their conference games at
the end of this week and
are hoping to put their
hard work and practice
to the test.
As an athlete with heavier
trainings at the start of the
week and lighter trainings
at the end, Simoneau puts
extra caution in knowing
how her body and muscles
react to practices.
She stays motivated by
her friends on the softball
team that she often sees
around the weightroom
and campus.
“Athletes are very competitive and we want to have
better records than each
other,” Simoneau said. “Just
seeing them succeed and
do well in softball and in
school – it pushes me to
do better.”
Simoneau, a graduating

Mathews brings fresh
dynamic to Spartans
By Myla La Bine
STAFF WRITER

San Jose State University
women’s soccer freshman
defender, Hannah Mathews
scored the game-winning goal
in double-overtime against
UC Davis to give the Spartans
the victory on Sept. 9.
Mathews’ goal earned the
Spartans their first win of
the season after several close
overtime endings.
“I think part of [playing
with] a young group is learning
to
play in
overtime
games
and winn i n g
t h o s e
games
MATHEWS
is really
i mp o r t ant,” head coach Lauren
Hanson said. “I think that
was a shining moment for our
team, for sure.”
Mathews grew up playing soccer in Palo Alto. She
started playing at age five
and met her teammate,
junior forward Jamilecxth
Becerra, when they were in
elementary school.
The two played on a team
together during that time, but
lost touch until last year.
“I saw her during her official visit. I was like, ‘Oh, wait
I know you.’ Her dad recognized me. She was my height
[when we knew each other as
children],” Becerra said.
Mathews is listed on the
SJSU Athletics page as being
six feet tall, while Becerra is

5 feet, 3 inches tall.
She said Becerra hasn’t
changed and remains the
same person she was when
they knew each other
as children.
Mathews said she likes that
she has a close connection to
another player on the team.
Mathews committed to
SJSU late during her senior
year of high school after
watching a team practice.
“I saw the team environment, the team chemistry,
how much fun they were having while working hard and
their success,” Mathews said.
“A lot of different components
[helped me make my decision], but it was basically the
team chemistry [that sealed
the deal].”
She is only second behind
Becerra, who leads the team
in goals and shots on goals.
However, Mathews is the
only player who has earned
a game-winning goal for
the team.
“It didn’t hit me until I was
going [back] to the bench.
When it happened, I was like
OK it happened and then
it finally hit me,” Mathews
shared about the moment
after she scored.
“It was just a great feeling to come out with a win,”
she added.
Despite only being a
freshman, Hanson believes
Mathews
demonstrates
exceptional skills on the team.
“She’s just a leader at heart.
She’s got an incredible amount
of mobility and she plays with
a lot of heart,” Hanson said.
Hanson said she has

WINONA RAJAMOHAN | SPARTAN DAILY

Spartans senior goalkeeper Paige Simoneau practices on Wednesday as the team
prepares to open conference play this Friday night.

senior, has only two more
months of soccer that she
wants to cherish by making
every second count.
Coming from Corona
in Southern California, her
time in San Jose trickles to
an end when fall semester
comes to a close.
“I want to make memories with these girls because

I graduate a semester early,
in December,” Simoneau
said. “I’m trying to take in
these last moments and take
in everything around me.”
Simoneau describes her
experience as a Spartan athlete as nothing less than a
“wonderful experience on
and off the field.”
She called the team her

family away home and said
they have made her time at
SJSU worth everything it is.
“I’m going to miss the
team and the diversity in
San Jose,” she said. “So many
cultures, personalities and
people, I love it.”
Follow Winona on Twitter
@winonaarjmh

Your SmartPass Clipper at work!
Unlimited rides on VTA buses
and Light Rail lines

I saw the team
environment, the
team chemistry,
how much fun they
were having while
working hard, and
their success.
Hannah Mathews
freshman defender

noticed significant improvement from Mathews since the
beginning of the semester.
“Anytime a freshman steps
in and plays for 90 minutes,
it can be challenging to keep
the mental aspect of that game
going throughout,” Hanson
said. “I think she’s improved
in that area in the latter half
of the game and [she’s] really
making an impact [during]
the final 45 minutes.”
When asked about how
she’s looking to improve
for the rest of the season,
Mathews said she wants to
stay grounded.
“For myself, [I] just
[want] to stay humble and
stay driven. With this team,
I don’t really see a problem
in [that becoming an issue],”
Mathews said.
The Spartans’ next game
is against Colorado College
on Friday at Spartan Soccer
Complex at 6:30 p.m.
Follow Myla on Twitter
@mylalabine25
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